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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT SARKIS' NEW YEARS DAY RECEPTION 

1 . ON JAN 6, CHARGE ATTENDED PRESIDENT SARKIS' NEW YEARS DAY 
RECEPTION FOR DIPLOMATIC CORPS. TWENTY-FIVE AMBASSADORS (26, 

IF STANDARD DOUBLE RF.PREFSF.NT ATTON OF PRC IS COUNTED TWICE) AND 
15 CHARGES WERE PRESENT, MARKING LARGEST ASSEMBLAGE OF 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS IN BEIRUT IN MANY MONTHS. LARGE MAJORITY, 
INCLUDING US CHARGE, WERE IN MORNING COAT AND STRIPED PANTS, 

AS REQUESTED BY PRESIDENT SARKIS. RECEPTION WAS FORMALLY 
ORGANIZED, WITH MEMBERS DIP CORPS BEING PRESENTED TO 
PRESIDENT AND FOREIGN MINISTER BOUTROS ACCORDING TO ORDER OF 
PRECEDENCE, AFTER PASSING THROUGH HONOR GUARD WITH RAISED 
SABRES. FOLLOWING FORMAL PRESENTATIONS, PAPAL NUNCIO, WHO IS 
DEAN OF THE CORPS, GAVE 15-MINUTE SERMON TO PRESIDENT SARKIS 
ON IMPORTANCE OF MORAL PRINCIPLES IN RECONSTRUCTION OF 
LEBANON IN HIS VERY ITALIANATE FRENCH. PRESIDENT SARKIS 
REPLIED. ALSO IN FRENCH, WITH SHORT STATEMENT DECLARING 
HE WOULD BE GUIDED BY THE PRINCIPLES OF LIBERTY, THE 
STRENGTHENING OF THE POWER OF THE STATE AND THE BASIC 
PRINCIPLES OF THE PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM IN HIS EFFORTS 
TO BRING PEACE AND STABILITY TO LEBANON. THE PRESIDENT 
ALSO THANKED SYRIA AND THE OTHER ARAB STATES FOR THEIR 
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SUPPORT FOR THE REESTABLISHMENT OF ORDER AND CALLED ON 
ALL OF LEBANON'S FRIENDS FOR ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE. 

2. COMMENT. WE UNDERSTAND PRESIDENT SARKIS WAS 
ANXIOUS TO GO AHEAD WITH FORMAL RECEPTION THIS YEAR, 

EVEN THOUGH IT WAS SLIGHTLY DELAYED, AS A SIGN OF 
LEBANON'S RETURN TO NORMALCY. LARGE TURN-OUT OF 
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DIPLOMATIC CORPS, MANY OF WHOM ARE NOW RESIDENT IN 
SURROUNDING COUNTRIES SUCH AS CYPRUS AND JORDAN, 
ILLUSTRATES DESIRE OF MANY COUNTRIES TO SUPPORT SARKIS 
IN THIS EFFORT. 
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